DRAFT – FOR SETTLEMENT PURPOSES ONLY
Summary of Search Conducted by DHS Office of Inspector General

Privacy Int’l, et al. v. FBI, et al.

· Plaintiff’s Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, dated September 10, 2018, was received by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Office of Inspector General (OIG) on September 13, 2018.

· DHS OIG acknowledged Plaintiff’s request on September 21, 2019.

· Plaintiff’s FOIA request sought DHS OIG reports concerning “hacking techniques or the use of equipment, software, and/or technology that implements or facilitates hacking techniques” and records that OIG relied upon in the course of preparing such reports.  The request defined hacking as including, but not limited to, approximately thirty terms of art enumerated in the request.

· DHS OIG conducts oversight via three program offices:  Office of Investigations, Office of Audits, and Office of Special Reviews and Evaluations.  The Office of Special Reviews and Evaluations generally conducts physical inspections of DHS properties and programs.  Therefore, the DHS OIG FOIA Unit determined that, based on its knowledge of the functions of the DHS OIG program offices, the Office of Investigations and Office of Audits would potentially possess records responsive to Plaintiff’s request.

· On January 30, 2019, the DHS OIG FOIA Unit requested that the Office of Investigations conduct an electronic search of the DHS OIG investigative database.  DHS OIG investigations and complaints are contained within this investigative database.  

· The electronic search of the OIG investigative database consisted of the terms enumerated in items (1) and (2) of Plaintiff’s request, as well as the term “hacking techniques.”

· The above electronic search did not yield any responsive complaints or investigations.

· The DHS OIG Office of Audits oversees the DHS OIG Office of Information Technology (IT) Audits.  On January 30, 2019, the DHS OIG FOIA Unit requested that the Office of Audits, and Office of IT Audits, conduct searches in response to Plaintiff’s request.  

· Both offices searched their audits database (“Teammate”), and requested that managers within both offices search their emails in Outlook for the terms enumerated in items (1) and (2) of the Plaintiff’s request, as well as the term “hacking techniques.”

· The above searches yielded four reports.  Upon review of the reports, the DHS OIG FOIA Unit determined that the four reports were unrelated and unresponsive to Plaintiff’s request.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]DHS OIG publicly publishes the majority of its non-investigative reports on the DHS OIG website.  Out of an abundance of caution, the DHS OIG FOIA Unit reviewed DHS OIG’s publicly published reports and determined that none are responsive to Plaintiff’s request.
